
Meet the Teacher Night 
Meet the Teacher Night will be on Thursday, October 7th. This year, our Meet the Teacher Night will be 

virtual. On this evening, you will be given the opportunity to meet your child’s teachers as you follow their 

typical Thursday schedule. Teachers will present course outlines along with class requirements. Please 

remember that individual conferences will be scheduled for a different day. Time does not allow for 

teachers to meet with parents individually on this night. For all parents the evening will begin at 6:50 PM 

with a brief welcome address from Principal Jon and will conclude at 8:37 PM.  Your child’s homeroom 

teacher will share your child’s schedule with you prior to the evening with links to all of the classes. If you 

do not receive the schedule by Tuesday, October 5th, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher. We 

wish we could meet all of you in person, but we are happy that we will be able to touch base with you. 

After School Hours: Please be advised that when school is closed and if there is a clinical 

emergency with your child, you should call 911. If there is an immediate need, but it is not 

an emergency, you may call The Rockland County Behavioral Response Team. The Rockland 

Paramedic Service’s Behavioral Response Team is an interdisciplinary team of mental 

health clinicians and technicians, who will respond to calls for assistance or intervention. 

There is never a charge for the Team’s services. The program is free of charge through a 

grant from the NYS Office of Mental Health through Rockland County. They can be 

reached at (845) 517-0400. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halloween: On Friday, October 29th, the halls of Birchwood will be filled with ghosts, goblins, super heroes and 

beautiful princesses! The celebration of Halloween by our students is a long-standing tradition at Birchwood. This 
year, our students (grades K -8) will parade around the school in their costumes visiting each of the classes 
beginning at 1:00.  All of our students are invited to bring their costumes to school, but they will need to change 
into them after their lunch period. Costumes must be of a non-violent nature, appropriate for a school setting and 
allow for clear vision. All students trick-or-treating around the building will bring home all their bounty.   

 

 

Monday, October 4th 

Picture Day 

Thursday, October 7th 

Meet the Teacher - ZOOM 

Monday, October 11th  

No School-Columbus Day 

Wednesday, October 13th   

Early Release Day  

10:30 Dismissal Gr. K – 12 

Thursday, October 28th   

Birchwood Fall Festival 

Friday, October 29th 

Birchwood Halloween 

Tuesday, November 2nd  

Superintendent’s 

Conference Day 

School Closed 
 

 

Electronic Distribution of Report 
Cards and Progress  

Report cards and progress reports are 

no longer mailed home. Instead, they 

are available to parents through the 

parent portal on our student 

management system.  If you have not 

already done so, please set up an 

account on this portal.  Go 

to www.ccsd.edu. Under the “Parents” 

tab scroll down and select ‘Parent 

Portal’.  Follow the directions for setting 

up your account. First Quarter Progress 

Reports for MS and HS students will be 

available on the portal on Wednesday, 

10/6. If you require a printed version of 

a report card or progress report, you 

may contact the School Counseling 

Office at 845-639-6480 ext. 4111or 

email at mbacks@ccsd.edu. 

 

Birchwood Happenings 
We had a very busy month of September. We welcomed new students and staff 
members. We held two schoolwide ceremonies on September 11th and 17th. 
Both of these days hold special meaning to all of us. On September 11th we held 
two brief ceremonies at our flag pole to remember the events of 9/11/2011 and 
to honor the men and women who served our country that day and in the days 
following.  
On September 17th, we held our annual Constitution Day Ceremony where we 
honored the oldest written constitution still in use today. This year we 
transformed the hallways of Birchwood into a “Constitution Museum.” Students 
and staff were able to roam the halls viewing and learning about different parts 
of the Constitution. Thank you to all of our homeroom teachers who helped pull 
this all together and to Christine Nolan and Debbie Cioffi who coordinated this 
event.  
 

 

 
 

Trending Topics: This year, the Clarkstown School District has continued to roll out Yale RULER’s social-

emotional curriculum and we at Birchwood School are pleased to partake, too!  Yale RULER relies on four core 

tools to promote skill development in understanding, expressing and regulating our emotions. The first tool or 

anchor, The Mood Meter, helps us build self and social awareness by recognizing and labeling our full range of 

emotions. The Mood Meter is a square divided into four quadrants — red, blue, green, and yellow — each 

representing a different set of feelings. Various feelings are grouped together based on their pleasantness 

and energy level. We have utilized the Mood Meter to check in on our students’ feelings and to assist them in 

identifying their present mindset before moving forward, if necessary, into a mindset more amenable to 

learning and socializing. With practice, we hope that the Mood Meter continues to become an intuitive and 

powerful tool for our students to feel heard and understood, as well as a precursor to deepening their emotional 

self-awareness of their peers. (See image on last page.)  
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      Birchwood Fundraisers: 
 

• Each time you shop using your Stop & Shop card, Birchwood will earn A+ School Reward Points, which convert into cash each month.  

Please log on to www.stopandshop.com/aplus and register.  Birchwood School ID#06498. 

• When shopping at DeCicco’s in New City, please mention Birchwood School before you start checking out at the register.  At the end of each 

month DeCicco’s will send a check to Birchwood. 

• World’s Finest Chocolate -Randi has coordinated our Freedom Fundraising event again this year. She mailed home a flier with the Welcome 

Back Packet and with the school pictures mailing. We will continue our efforts until Wednesday, October 6th. If you are interested in 

purchasing some delicious treats and in supporting our school, please consider placing an order. If you have any question, reach out to 

Randi at 639-6480 (option 3).  

 

 

 

 

Parents can set up a lunch account for their student on MySchoolBucks.  This gives parents the convenience and flexibility of one account to securely pay for all of 
their children’s meals.  MySchoolBucks has a FREE mobile app that is available for both iPhone and Android users in the App Store or Play Store! With the 
MySchoolBucks app, you can quickly and securely add money to your children’s school meal account using your credit card, debit card or electronic check. Just login 
with the same username and password you use on the MySchoolBucks website. 
Getting started is a simple three-step process! 

1. Download the app or visit the MySchoolBucks homepage and click on “Sign Up Today”. 
2. Create a user profile with your email address, establish a password, and set up your security questions. 
3. You can add a student to your account using the student’s name, date of birth and/or student ID number. (Some schools and districts may require either the 

student’s date of birth or student ID number.) 
4. Remember that all students receive free lunch and breakfast this year, but we ask that you complete the Free Lunch Application so that the district get properly 

reimbursed. Your child’s MySchoolBucks account can be used for drinks and snacks during the school day, which are not part of the free meals program.  

 

Olweus Corner: Turning Over a New Leaf!  

This autumn in Olweus, some of our younger students are “turning over a new leaf!” Dr. Lindsay has 

spent some time with our younger children discussing that this phrase encompasses challenging a 

negative habit or improving upon an unfavorable behavior. One student shared that he would like to 

“turn over a new leaf” by having more patience with his older sibling, especially at bedtime. Another 

student expressed helping her dad with the laundry so they have more “fun time” to spend together. The 

students are choosing their own “leaves” to “turn over” and replace with a healthier and happier 

counterpart! 

 

Day of Remembrance 9-11-2021 

Constitution Day 9-17-2021 

http://www.stopandshop.com/aplus
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/myschoolbucks/id661878685?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.hss.msb&feature=search_result
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/


 

 

 

Site-Based at Birchwood 
The Birchwood School Site-Based Management Committee is comprised of teachers, the principal, 

parents and other staff members. It provides an avenue for interested parties to discuss building 

issues and an opportunity for families to actively participate in building level decisions. The 

committee meets every month and welcomes your suggestions. We are always looking for new 

members and fresh ideas. Our next meeting will be Monday October 25th at 2:45. This will take 

place through a Zoom Meeting. If you are interested in participating, please reach out to Randi and 

she will send you the link for the meeting.  
 


